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pROCESSES which each individual 
does his living—as differentiated from those 
work, education, and play—and 
hom shares his living, 
core experience which any 
time significantly influences his growth, 
productivity, mood, and general ability 
use resources other areas 
psychologically and culturally imperative 
our society prefer use the foster home, 
when substitute care necessary for child, 
since provides the basic emotional experi- 
ences essential for development. Professional 
responsibility, know, must exercised 
selection foster home and child for 
each other, and assistance must provided 
child, foster family, and own parents 
they move through this not fully normal, 
and therefore sometimes problematical, set 
fessional help, foster home living can have 
significant corrective effects child’s dis- 
torted attitudes and expectations from life. 
However, the great contribution the foster 
home lies the deep, sub-aware patterning 
emotional life through the day-to- 
day family living with all that this implies 
for mature personality development. This 
contribution the foster most 
creative 


emerges spontaneously from 
the relationships that develop within the 
child-foster family constellation through re- 
peated interactions foster parents and 
child. Professional sense needed protect 
and support rather than direct this graft- 
ing the needy child into the life the 


vigorous and independent social unit. 

*Delivered the Child Welfare League Section, 
National Conference Social Work, San Francisco, 
California, June, 
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The author suggests framework concepts, within 
which further exploration can on, the ways 
which the group living experience can therapeutic 
one. 


Group Vs. Family Living 

make too simple for ourselves 
try think living group contribu- 
tory developmental processes the same 
way that family living can for the child 
who can use foster home. Although 
recognize the importance group experi- 
ences personality development see 
them part later developmental stage 
providing for the emotional reworking to- 
ward flexible social functioning relation- 
ship patterns developed the family rather 
than substituting for family experience. 
are therefore rightfully concerned under- 
stand what child’s development 
when set him within situation which 
for months time his living goes 
groups rather than family. Empirically 
have found that some children use such 
group experiences far more constructively 
than they seem able use family 
living. have ceased think unrealistically 
group living thin substitute for family 
living which cottage parents can ex- 
pected provide for several children the 
same kind care they would provide 
their own homes for foster child two. 
have come recognize that certain char- 
acteristics group living, apparently arising 
from the fact groupness, are specifically 
useful for work with certain kinds dis- 
turbed youngsters. But have not yet 
clearly formulated what these characteristics 
are and how they can combined make 
the maximum therapeutic impact 
children under group care. 

When are working with child whose 
damaged that cannot once use family 
living for growth, then have find some 
way providing him 
which will help him begin attach the busi- 
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ences with human beings. seems 
that group living the setting within which 
set about such task. The factors the 
undertaking possible and which differentiate 


from the foster home are those which 
provide greater control the living process 
These 


purposes. are 


follows: 
The first these factors the presence the 
series adults who are employed focus the 
welfare the children. This fact automatically 
reduces expectations for giving love the indi- 
vidual child and provides larger measure child- 
focussed energy for professional use. 


child going the foster home must 
able give some satisfactions well 
receive them. must capable becom- 
ing some Measure part ongoing 
cultural unit with purposes its own over 
and above the professional purpose meet- 
ing his needs. fact, the foster home ceases 
home unless the foster parents and 
siblings seek and receive from the new 
family member some contribution their 
family life. The sharing the foster child 
such family life with its opportunity 
give well receive one the values 
which covet for him and which requires 
child sufficient personal development 
able enter, least minimal fashion, 
into sharing this kind. 


Houseparent—Foster Parent Different 


Although hope that the child the in- 
stitution will able experience many 
aspects this sharing, the fact that the 
adult the group living unit employed 
and has base for personal living outside the 
child’s world reduces large measure the 
structural demand the child. The adult 
employed serve the child’s needs within 
his hours employment. expected 
seek his personal satisfactions outside these 
hours. therefore possible expect the 
houseparent the group living unit more 
professionally focussed giving and less de- 
mand for receiving from the child than 
possible foster family living. This 
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especially important dynamic 
planning for the child who 
damaged that will require long 
care before can enter into any sort 


child and 
ticular 


group 


giving and receiving. The fact 
ment the responsible adult the 
living situation also provides for much 


and 
professional influence over the adult’s 


havior through in-service training, supe 
vision, and consultation. Thus, the 
living situation, one starts with structu butior 
which specific portions adult’s tim clearly 
and energy have been purchased for use 


parent therefore under obligation 
functioning more professional sort 


different 
and 
relation 


possible desirable foster home. 


The second factor the presence 


peers. This factor can used both enhane 
certain satisfactions and decrease certain 


necessar 
for livin 
sions for those children who are not yet ready gether. 
accepts 

for 
bedtime 
several 


the more intimate one one relationships 
foster home. For instance, certain enjoyments 
more intensely experienced children scho 
age when others are present with whom eas 
Certain humorous situations are mut 


more when shared with others hour 


time 


same developmental period; certain games 
can woven and out living routines are 
because they are shared with others 


equal ebullience. the same token there can 
significant reduction tensions because th: 
child who can feel with equal intensity the sens things 
sharing group living with others his own 
who have gone through similar difficulties resultin who 
institutional placement. 
hit 
cedures because they apply every 


alike. The sense structure which but 
all can reduce the intensity the adult} which 
child confrontation over 
conformity. And such rules, 


ceptal 
signed, can appeal and mobilize support 


which 
from the group codes which appear among} Withi 
necessary comfortable group life. Thus 


repea 
life 


the experience necessary social controls 
may seem less oppressive the individual 


child and less focussed battle with par- 
ticular adults. The experience living with 
group peers can thus relied upon 
ich 
grow 
tim 


magnify certain gratifications the living 
experience, and reduce through deper- 
and diffusion tension-pro- 
ducing impact certain necessary expecta- 
tions and controls. 


Routine Schedule Gives Child Security 
The third factor grows out the second factor 
but needs mentioned for its specific contri- 
bution. This the routinized structure schedule 
clearly required whenever number equals live 
together. 

ort 
ne. 


diferent level development and function 
and tends have schedule developed 
his individual needs. adults 


and children alike seems obviously 
group 


rtain 
ready 
th: 
ments 


necessary have more precise structure 
for living when group peers live to- 
Thus even the very rebellious child 
accepts more easily that bathroom behavior, 
for instance relation brushing teeth 
bedtime, requires more routinization when 
several children with the same going-to-bed 


eas 
are 


hour use the bathroom, than necessary 


nes where each child has his own bed- 
are 
others 


time based age and school program. This 
structure which basic for all the group 


children. can built into way doing 
the 


things which gives comforting support 


hen 
own the external structure the child 
Who the victim his own impulses. Its 


impersonal momentum reduces the demand 
crucial moments when his control 
system weak reduced efficiency. This 
schedule not itself tool inner change 
but can provide the benign external fabric 
which subtly supports and directs the child 
toward satisfactions achieved through ac- 


adult. 
volving 
rly de. 
among 


ceptable behavior and away from behavior 
which exhausts him and his environment. 


Within this structure more energy 


Thus 
trols 
ividual 


for growth and through gradual and 
repeated experience with ordered way 
learned. 


fourth important factor the relative freedom 
vary the design the living experience accord- 
ing the needs the particular group children. 


foster home the style living must 
determined large extent cultural in- 
fluences unrelated the needs the foster 
child. The primary therapeutic decision, 
foster home care, made the time the 
selection the particular child for the home 
rather than determining design for living 
after the child placed. the group living 
situation, however, ways living 
established for therapeutic purposes which 
would quite unacceptable for normal 
family life. Group living may take forms 
needed the individuals the group 
whether not these forms are culturally ac- 
ceptable normal living patterns, and can 
vary both with the particular group and 
with the stages through which the group 
develops. 


Barriers Treatment 

Since these factors are present all group 
living, the possibility their being barriers 
treatment unless they are used with pro- 
fessional awareness for treatment purposes 
present all institutional care. have 
all observed the inaccessibility treatment 
those children who are under the care 
obtuse punitive cottage parents; the 
barriers communication set the in- 
formal peer group structure the institution 
where group formation left itself; the 
deadening effect routines; and the ease 
with which the institutional 
comes remote from and unrelated the 
normal community culture. These are potent 
factors which, left themselves the 
artificial and self-enclosed community that 
the institution, proliferate all the evils 
rigidity and sterility which tend 
institutional living. They are, 
dangerous factors unless used consciously for 
professional purposes. When, however, they 
are seen dynamic processes which can 
organized into therapeutic design for 
treatment purposes, the designing group 
living the institution becomes one the 
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Given group living which has been designed 
relation the needs given group 
children through the imaginative use all 
these factors, several special aids treat- 
ment become available. 


Creates Individualized Programs 


Perhaps the primary contribution the 
well-designed group living process the way 
provides for all sorts individualization. 
Usually approaching group living from the 
vantage point group work, have con- 
sidered that the child’s experiences the 
group are the primary contribution group 
living his development. find, however, 
when think own institutional work 
with children, that give first place, 
evaluating the special contribution group 
living treatment, the base which the 
group life provides for 
grams for children the fringe the group. 
Such fringe programs may either tem- 
porary, providing protection for the child 
who normally part the group, more 
extended programs which the seriously 
deviant child kept close the group al- 
though not part was our experience, 
even detention institution where the 
group continually changing, where 
children were crisis and were rarely long 
with us, that vigorous and continuing 
group life could achieved which satisfied 
the needs most the children most the 
time and which was strong enough allow 
for the flexible provision all sorts in- 
dividualized programs the fringe the 
central core activity. 


Was 


was nine-year-old Rudy who taught about fringe 
and gnashing his teeth. The probation of- 
ficer’s report intake said lived with seven adults 
none whom could run fast enough catch him, that 
never sat down meal with others, and that was 
the first grade school because when was school 
spent all his time annoying antics. His first day 
with spent tearing his clothes, urinating the 
floor, breaking windows and screaming that was being 
beaten. Wherever went climbed, walked his 
hands, preference using his feet. 


found out how live with Rudy 
setting plan for fifteen-minute shifts 
program which moved him from big muscle 
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Thus the 
closeness 


activity into quiet pursuits 
and used every adult the institution 
different periods his schedule. 


first this program went parallel the groy 
program but gradually Rudy began able 
eating with the group, and could join game hour whe 
table. relaxed still further, periods play wit 
another child could planned. Because all the 
accepted the fact that various kinds 
might provided for any them according the: 
needs, Rudy attracted little attention from the 
and the group process proceeded usual. was 
most importance that the group process was 
for use little little Rudy began able 
portions it. 


practice 
for short 
bear the 
relation 
has becon 
those rela 
child gro’ 
the cont 


The group was saved the destructive 
periences which would have resulted 
had entered into full membership from th: 
first, yet neither was Rudy isolated entirely, 
and even his most remote periods coulif 
feel himself part larger 
which included both his program ficiently 
program which the other children 
involved. 

Thus, the well designed group living 
perience offers exceptionally flexible bas 
for each child’s movement and 
group experience. More easily than 
family, the individual the group living 
process may move into position relative 
isolation; while these points where 
able bear group experience easy and 
obtrusive return the group will 
Because the more flexible and viable 
lationship between the individual the 


many rol 


leadersh 


Group 


tically 
the cont 
used 
group 


group than possible between child 
family there also tends greater range} concerr 
mitted the smaller, more compact, family} 
unit. This wide flexibility group life and 
vides for individual patterns living the 
the total design, for spontaneous group more 
periences when the child able relate with} the 
others, and for freer individual expression} the cor 
symptoms with less damage others. recreat 
had 

Wide Opportunities for Relationships ences 
second important therapeutic tool off necess: 
the well designed group living situation the 
lates group experience such. The} ships 
variety adults and the number different} 
CHIL 


provide the individual with wide 
ways relating within the group. 

Thus the child who too fearful bear real 
practice with human beings many sorts 


our short long periods time can 
at a sig 
the contact. Although this diffuseness 


relationship hazard for the child who 
has become able achieve closeness, 
factor for the fearful child which 
vas him return again and again 
those relationships which are rewarding and 
more remote from those which are 
disturbing. Because this multiplicity 
‘Ive resources the group, the 
child grows can experiment, according 
content the living activities, with 
many roles the group and with variety 
sub-group patterns. Where the adult 


within the accustomed patterns daily 
living, into advanced group experiences 
leadership and followership roles. 
out Group Experience Has Meaningful Effect 
tically designed group living grows out the 
combination the group experience with 
the content daily living. This combination 
symbolic, sub-verbal content which 
used extra emotional valence give 
group experiences they happen especially 
significant impact. Because group living 
concerned with the basic aspects biological 
and hence emotional life, with eating, 
sleeping, toileting, cleanliness, and the giving 
and receiving affection, what happens 
the group may reach through feelings 
more directly and meaningfully than any 
the more formal group experiences where 
the content concerned with education and 
recreation. Thus the individual who has not 
had his own family the positive experi- 
ences with processes living which are 
off necessary for normal development, may find 
the group new way through relation- 
The} ships sharing such basic experience. Both 
his orientation the activities and_ his 
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ability relate other human beings may 
enriched because this conjunction 
group experience and living processes with 
its potentiality for spontaneous sharing 
emotions with other human beings. Because 
this kind sub-verbal life material the 
content group living there should probably 
not automatic transfer group work 
methods drawn from more traditional set- 
tings into the group living situation. may 
well that the group living group, given its 
repeated reassembling during the day and 
given the activities which provide its content, 
may require particular patterns and tech- 
niques differing many ways from what 
appropriate other kinds group work 
activities. 

Although have mentioned only three 
the important tools for treatment which 
become uniquely available when the dynamic 
factors available group living are properly 
organized for therapeutic purposes, other 
tools appear the group living process 
develops with appropriate responsiveness 
the needs any particular group. yet, 
experimentation the use group living 
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vanced, third year graduate professional educa- 
tion social casework, group work, welfare organiza- 
tion, supervision, administration, teaching, research. 
This curriculum leads the Advanced Certificate. 
The Doctoral Curriculum for candidates for the de- 
gree Doctor Social Work includes, and continues 
beyond, the Advanced Curriculum any one its 
specializations. 


Fellowships are available students all curricula. 


Address all inquiries to: 


(MISS) MARGARET BISHOP 
Director Admissions and Placement 
School Social Work 
University Pennsylvania 
2410 Pine Street, Philadelphia Pa. 


[5] 


ws 
| 
wis 


the basic treatment tool the institution 
has only begun. However can suggest 
some the principles with which neces- 
sary concerned when undertaking 
organize the factors group living into 
therapeutic design. Four areas require par- 
ticular attention undertaking 
project. 


such 
These are: 

Special care must given the selection indi- 
vidual children for group life, with particular effort 
avoid imposing group living children who are 
capable the more emotionally advanced and 
culturally rich life the family. 

other words must not use group 
living for those children for whom such man- 
ner living deprivation emotional 
experiences for which they are ready. Rather 
must used specifically chosen tool 
children who require that the living 
process therapeutically controlled the 
treatment their difficulties. 


must learn much more than now know 
about how group children for group living. 

Fritz has suggested some the fac- 
tors which must give attention 
are plan group living for maximum value 
the individual children our care. For 
instance has found that there must not 
too great range within the group among 
developmental stages, between extremes 
cultural taste, and types personality 
organization for impulse control. the 
same time the group should provide certain 
important kinds variety among the chil- 
dren. Experimentation and theory develop- 
ment required this area before can 
with confidence plan assignment 
viduals group living groups. 

The group living group must carefully related 
other groups and activities the institution 
provide the full measure its potential 
contribution. 

For instance must not allowed drop 
into the institutional blind spot though 
were simply facilitating provision which 
keeps the children available for participa- 
tion other program and 
sources. Neither should made respon- 
sible for functions which should provided 
through other groups such recreation and 
community participation. The group living 
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Graduate Professional School 


Programs Leading the Degree 
Master Social 


e 
Regular Curriculum (Plan A)—Three summer ses- 
sions study the Smith campus and two 
winter sessions field work selected agencies leds 
clinics 
Advanced Standing (Plan B)—Two summer practices 
sions and one winter session designed for what 


cants who have had several years supervised 
experience approved casework agency, 
previous graduate work 


convictic 
Lest any 
Academic Year Opens June 20, 1956 sparsity 


Program Advanced Study (Third Year) Leading 
Diploma—To prepare for practice, super- 


one 


phasis 


vision, and teaching conferen 
July 26, 1956 July 24, 1957 and pre 
dec 
For further information write us. Litt 
Northampton, Massachusetts psychol 
precise 
function must specifically understood This 
provided for the institutional plan, ani adoptic 
the living group must given status, dealing 
cilities, and professional supervision 
Group living the central tool 
tional treatment and such must 
particularly important make the adult tion. 
who are responsible for the group living 
equal, respected and contributing members th: our 
institutional staff. 
towar 
the group living group make it} 
appropriate treatment contribution The 
the institutional program, the personnel predic 
responsible for this function must have 
participation the treatment team. 
from institutions who undertake 
therapeutically designed group living 
grams for their children, will learn 
about principles work with the 
group, and will become able think more 
precisely and professionally about 
tional care for those children need 
service. tion, 
CHI 
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fact have little reliable 
our 
practices necessarily must make positive use 


what knowledge have along with our 
convictions concerning desirable practices. 
Lest anyone have any doubts concerning the 
sparsity basic information prediction, 
one need only point the repeated em- 
phasis the geneticists participating this 
conference that, with all their scientific rigor 
and precision, there are relatively few clear- 
cut, decisive answers they can provide for 
us. Little wonder that the less well de- 
veloped research areas the social and 
psychological sciences have even fewer 
precise answers. 

This intended emphasize that 
adoption practice serve clinicians. 
dealing with single human being group 
our scientific knowledge must blended 
with clinical judgment; thus are practi- 
tioners art—not science. This does 
not mean that our clinical skills 
main enigma without objective evalua- 
tion. Increasingly social scientists and other 
researchers are finding ways looking into 
our professional transactions with view 
toward providing better understanding and, 
turn, better practices. 

The contribution the pediatrician 
heavily weighted biologically. Dr. Samuel 
Karelitz pointed out the genetic information 
available (all too meager usually) may alert 
the pediatrician some possible abnormali- 
ties the infant. Consultation with genet- 
instances those which abnormality 
presumably genetic background detected. 


Presented CWLA National Conference Adop- 
tion, January 1955, Chicago, Ill. 
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FOR 


Concerned with developing improved criteria for 
predicting the outcome adoption, the author pre- 
sents the upon which such predictions are 
now 


For those agencies which cannot have 
geneticist available continuing basis, 
the pediatrician the logical person make 
the determination concerning the desirability 
consultation. 


Now that have become increasingly 
aware the potential impact certain oc- 
currences during the prenatal period, the 
prenatal history becomes more meaningful 
the pediatrician. The occurrence Ger- 
man measles and perhaps other virus diseases 
during the first third pregnancy and 
maternal diabetes even the pre-diabetic 
state portends higher incidence con- 
genital anomalies the fetus. and other 
blood group incompatibilities, the age 
the natural parents, and whether not 
previous baby had been born with anom- 
aly are significant factors. 

Lest develop overconcern about 
congenital malformations appropriate 
mention that many anomalous babies are 
eliminated early pregnancy the form 
spontaneous abortions miscarriages. Also 
estimated that about per cent fetal 
deaths the third trimester pregnancy 
and per cent those the newborn 
period can attributed gross malfor- 
mations. 


Two groups babies destined have 
biological problems may not detected 
the pediatrician early: 

the group that has abnormalities internal 

organs which cannot detected the physical 
examination, such abnormalities the urinary 


tract, biochemical disorders, and even some heart 
disorders; 


to 


the group that has degenerative disorders which 
may have genetic background, but which not 
become apparent until later life, such de- 
generative disorders the central nervous system, 
liver, other organs. 


— 


q 
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super- 
| 
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With all these hazards, however, the 
advantage insofar congenital anomalies 
are concerned clearly favor the adop- 
tive parent over the natural parent. Adop- 
tive parents have the more obvious anom- 
agency’s supervision. Natural 
course must accept whatever the outcome 
the pregnancy. 

few words prediction the outcome 
physical disorders are appropriate. Many 
conditions which thought fatal 
hopelessly debilitating have considerably 
changed outlook today. Let remember 
that many the cardiac surgical procedures 
which are routine today are but ten years old 
less. Although cannot make definitive 
predictions, our research these children 
and children with other anomalies provides 
much hope which heretofore did not exist. 
Babies who once would have had certain 


death because incomplete formation 


the gastrointestinal tract now can 
normal development after surgery. know 
much more about the potentialities for the 
child with cleft lip palate than knew 
years gone by. And one could extend this 
list. Research endeavors provide 
changing—and more hopeful—outlook. 

The examination the newborn infant 
the pediatrician significant not alone for 
detection anomalies and possible effects 
the birth process. provides opportunities 
for evaluation general vitality, and 
particularly for performing the first neu- 
rological examination. The baby’s posture, 
activity, feeding, and sleeping patterns have 
meaning. The serial examinations the 
infant, preferably the same physician over 
period weeks months, may permit 
earlier detection neurologic and develop- 
mental disorders than previously. Greater 
refinement examination methods de- 
sirable and anticipated that further re- 
search will provide with better criteria for 
predictability concerning central nervous 
system development. 

Since this conference has been much con- 
cerned with earlier placement infants, 
few words the significance the early 
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experiences infants are order 


much 


which are not based direct 
Much our current concern about 
placement has developed from the 
tions the impact maternal 
infants. Most these studies are 


observations infants who have 


dergone separation, generally For 
variety, the latter half the first year. have re: 
The effects more minor degrees 
tion and more subtle changes 
care, such would occur most exar 
conducted adoptive programs this 
are less well known. mention this not 
cause lack conviction about the desirability dividua 
continuing, close, primary stimula 
with parental figures. Indeed much when 
cerned based the hypothesis the the 
Dr. Margaret Gerard which though 
children who develop illnesses which Does 
classify psychosomatic have had 
fortable experiences infancy. early 
know, 
baby 
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much more direct evidence, however, 
know just how much how little are 
traumatizing young infants 
foster mothers—particularly multiple foster 
mothers. Also the timing these potential 
traumata the life the baby may have 
considerable significance later personality 
development. 

For example, biologic maturation may 
have real influence determining whether 
separation from mother figure may 
smoothly not. use visual maturation 
example, baby generally develops 
capacity visually identify the mother 
figure between three six months (an in- 
dividual variation perhaps influenced 
stimulation). Thus, with natural parents, 
when this recognition develops the baby 
begins manifest separation anxiety when 
the mother leaves him with stranger al- 
though this may not have occurred earlier. 
Does this imply that baby adapts more 
readily mother substitutes during the 
early portion the first year? not 
know, for are aware the fact that the 
baby the kind care which 
prior this visual maturation. 
Further researches the effects the 
“smoothness” early care 
will helpful providing with data upon 
which base our practices. 

Since are concerned with “teamwork” 
the development criteria for predicta- 
bility, well emphasize that teamwork 
should realistically provide opportunity 
for effective sharing thoughts among the 
members the team. This can never full 
and complete when the various members 
the professional staff not meet together 
discuss each case. written record can 
never serve quite the same purpose. During 
the course such staff conferences each 
member the team grows stature and 
learns something the thinking people 
related professional fields without giving 
any his own professional identity. 

Our greatest advances adoption prac- 
tices are destined come from research 
which will turn facilitate the development 
increasingly better practices. addition, 
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research the setting adoption agency 
offers rich opportunity learn some basic 
information concerning personality develop- 
ment through the observation the results 
various types early infant and child 
care. Thus the research carried adop- 
agencies can potentially 
reaching contributions psychiatric thought 
well adoption practice. 


Adoption Article Pageant 


call your attention “Why You 
Can’t Adopt Baby,” Alfred Lansing, 
which appears the January issue 
Pageant. The article gives “the facts behind 
emotion-charged, rumor-ridden and ex- 
plosively controversial subject: the adoption 
muddle.” 


Edna Hughes Joins League Staff 


November 3rd, Miss Edna Hughes was 
appointed Field Consultant for the Child 
Welfare League America with primary 
responsibility for the public agencies. 

Miss Hughes graduate the Univer- 
sity Tennessee and holds Master’s Degree 
Social Work from Tulane University. Be- 
fore coming into social work she was 
teacher and worked this capacity ele- 
mentary, high school and junior college levels. 

Director the Child Welfare Division 
the Tennessee Department Public Wel- 
fare for the past nine years, Miss Hughes has 
also had past experience public assistance 
and child welfare services caseworker, 
supervisor and consultant. She par- 
ticularly interested social planning and 
community organization and the develop- 
ment comprehensive programs serve 
children and families through network 
public and private agencies responsible for 
the improvement these types services. 

Miss Hughes has had experience work- 
ing with and citizens’ committees for 
the development policies, standards and 
programs and the practical development 
budgets, and was active recruiting staff 
for training for positions agencies with ex- 
panding services for children. 
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CREATIVE USES HOMEMAKER 


Nora Phillips Johnson 
Director 

The Children’s Aid Society 

New York City 


From beginning homemaker service for 
children was designed keep children 
their own homes. Originally concerned 
help families where the mother was ill, this 
service has now been extended meet vari- 
ous family when otherwise the chil- 
dren would have placed away from 
home, might neglected. 


Preserving Child’s Identity 

The service based upon the fundamental 
principle that children develop their 
greatest potential when they have loving 
relationship with their own parents. Children 
who have not formed positive relationships 
with their own parents parental surrogates 
have little realization These are the 
children who all through their lives tend 
mirror others. These are the children who are 
without conscience and who may take ad- 
vantage others may seek revenge 
society their search for fulfillment. 

Children tell us—not always words, but 
often their behavior—how 
parents mean them. Child placement 
agencies are familiar with the distress the 
child who cannot release his own parents 
regardless how inadequate they may seem 
others. The child’s identification with 
them frequently close that can pre- 
serve his identity only undermining his 
placement and remaining spirit with his 
own family. 

Although children are affected parental 
neglect, discord and illness, they rarely under- 
stand why their home has broken and 
they have leave. They often blame them- 
selves and excuse their parents. Their feel- 


Presented Annual Meeting The National 
Committee Homemaker Service, Chicago, October 
1955. 
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The writer discusses the basic assumptions and chang 
ing concepts which have broadened the use 
maker service children’s service. 


members 
mother 
the 


Father’: 
Anoth 


ings being unloved, worthless and 


hinders them from forming close re. 
lationships foster care. Some foster 
dren who have not been able form 
fying parent-child relationships, engage 


from his 
close, 


and chil 


al 


heartbreaking search for the parents 
abandoned them drifted away and 
came lost during placement. Research 
fields child welfare, including findings 
social workers, confirms the importance 


the child not only having clear under. 
lems 


father. 
been 
determ 
them 


ing 


standing who is, who 
parents are, his value his parents and the 
status the family has the community, 
also living with his own people. 

The principle that children develop bes 
their own homes can, however, mean. 
ingless unless applied with knowledge 
the qualities and influences that contribute 
development. not enough, therefore, 
use homemaker service merely keep chil- 


guidan 
togeth 
ing 

childre 
destru 
under: 


dren their own homes. The decisions 
ability give the child care, and upon 
helping the family maintain, restore, 
achieve healthy relationships. child’: 
not 

Help Should Come Early moth 
major concern child welfare how warm 
offer help children before their use 
fall apart. Supervised homemaker the 
provides natural avenue for early famil 
covery destructive family 
Giving families tangible service short 
mediate practical value often makes 
more receptive toward help with less servi 
problems. mak 
From its early limited use homemaker} 
service has been expanded because the} aver 
recognition that the flow family life unw 
disrupted adverse happenings other} for 
CHI 
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must 
skill 
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how 
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nships. 
them 


the 
can 
other 


members the family, when the father 
becomes ill and taxes the mother. 
situations the homemaker helps the 
mother maintain the home and care for 
the other children. 


Father’s Love 


Another concept which has extended the 
use homemaker service for children our 
growing appreciation that child needs love 
from his father well from his mother. 
confident relationship between father 
and child may the most positive and de- 
termining factor the child’s life. sep- 
arated families often the father who 
remains constant his devotion his chil- 
dren. The influence fathers child de- 
velopment also seen where child’s prob- 
lems are due poor relationship with his 
father. the past few decades fathers have 
been freeing themselves from their culturally 
determined role, which tended separate 
them from their children, and are participat- 
ing more actively their personal care and 
guidance. Helping father and children stay 
together can have profound emotional mean- 
ing children. The father’s wish keep his 
children home may impractical even 
destructive. planning separation, must 
understand the normal needs father and 
child for each other. true that home 
cannot complete with father, children, 
homemaker and caseworker. However, al- 
ternatives must considered 
child’s point view. The homemaker can- 
not take his mother’s place but she can give 
mothering, and children respond human 
warmth wherever they find it. Through the 
use homemaker service the child spared 
the loss both parents, the comforting 
familiarity his own 
school, Sunday school, friends—in 
short, his entire known world. 

Foster care agencies are finding homemaker 
service valuable aid. Not only may home- 
maker service family where children are 
danger losing their own homes often 
avert placement protect children from 
unwelcoming relatives, but when the decision 
for placement has already been made, the 
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shock abrupt separation for children and 
for parents can minimized. Time al- 
lowed for the children and the adults en- 
compass what happening them and 
participate effecting the change. the 
child’s own setting important information 
for planning can obtained. some situa- 
tions referred for placement, the use 
homemaker service has enabled children 
remain with their own families. However, 
homemaker service cannot substitute 
for placement, placement what the child 
really needs. When the quality the child’s 
relationships and the conditions within the 
home are such that his own family cannot 
provide the essentials for his well being, the 
child should given the opportunity for 
good living experience environment 
where can develop. 

Homemaker service used 
homes when the foster mother ill has 
away from home. Placement home- 
maker can spare children the painful ex- 
perience repeating separation. When the 
foster child’s natural family re- 
united, particularly families where the 
mother has returned home after 
pitalization for either physical mental 
homemaker service can help 
easing the stress readjustment. 

Day care agencies report that the use 
homemaker service when children are ill 
home lessens the anxiety mothers who can 
function mothers only because they are 
able work. 

Protective agencies are beginning use 
homemaker service twenty-four hour 
basis instead sending child for detention 
care away from home. Aid Dependent 
Children programs where casework service 
limited non-existent, supervised home- 
maker service can the entering wedge 
help children these families. 

Health agencies are requesting homemaker 
service for families with child who blind, 
has cerebral palsy, heart condition other 
physical handicaps. The special care, treat- 
ment and guidance requires may impose 
excessive fatigue and psychological strains 
the mother. Recognizing the part that 
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closeness parents plays the recovery 


sick children, health agencies are also using 
homemaker service mother provide 
convalescent care child his own home. 

Child guidance clinics and other psychi- 
atric services calling upon homemaker 
service help families where child who, 
treatment, requires much more the 


are 


that she needs 
some relief from excessive burdens order 
function. 


mother’s time and energy 


Length Time Determined Need 

Awareness that the length any service 
for children and their families 
flexibly adapted their needs leading 
many agencies away from rigid, predeter- 
mined time limits for homemaker service. 
some situations forecasts intake about 
length service can relatively accurate. 
However, there are many times when family 
relationships, resources and failures become 
clear only during service. old problems 
change, new ones develop 
solutions emerge, length service should 
adjusted. The favorable experience agen- 
cies which have offered homemaker service 
for varying periods time, determined 
the needs the family, helping dispel 
fears about the wisdom and expense, even 
long-time service for children. Homemaker 
service, like all social services, should 
course continually appraised for its values 
the family. 

summary, some the child welfare 
concepts which have broadened the use 
homemaker service for children are: 

the importance preserving the child’s identity; 

the importance the mother the family; 

awareness that family life can dislocated when 
any member therefore, though 
mother not ill, the homemaker may needed 
keep the family intact; 

the need find ways helping families with their 

children before the family breaks up; 


the influence fathers the social and emotional 
growth their children; 


recognition that length service must flexibly 
adapted the needs child and his family. 


a 

> 


Planned with foresight and used with 
conviction, homemaker service can the 
means helping more children live with 


courage and confidence. 
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Mr. Field Awarded Rosenberger 
Medal 


Cly 

Los Angel 


tion the University Chicago, 
the President the Child 
League America, was awarded the 
berger Medal recognition distinguishe 
contributions human welfare. 

Mr. Field was presented the Chancelle 
the University Chauncey Harris 
Dean the Division Social Sciences. 
citation read follows: 


Tue 
strated 
lature 
exempte 

recognition his profound concern for 
this country and abroad and his manifold 
their welfare, his encouragement men and 
exploring and ministering psychiatry, his 
efforts improve relations among the races, and his 


child 
feated, 

groups 


unswerving belief that Freedom More Than The 

More Than Word,” will eternal 
remembered the title book childrer 
Mr. Field and published the str 
Press safegua 
was 

help 
which 
Announcing 
the publication bridgin 
and 

SPECIAL YOU dev 
betwee 
new book written for the purpose 
explaining small children the 
story their adoption. This book 
recommended professional people 
experienced the field adoption. lated 
This new book, attractively bound tendec 

white leather and illustrated practi 
full color, tremendous help right 
their children whose identification 
with the story enhanced their 

climax the story and major part law. 

Write for Complete Information 
LINC PUBLICATIONS 

1350 South 52nd Street the 

Lincoln, 
subje 
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CITIZENS SPEAK ADOPTION LEGISLATION CALIFORNIA 


Clyde The author tells how California citizens’ groups 
Executive Director spearheaded action defeat adoption legislation 
Home Society California which was against children’s interest. 


Los Angeles 


power citizens effect legislative Action Doctors and Attorneys 
for children was amply demon- Although the great majority doctors 
strated again the last session the Legis- attorneys were not directly involved 
lature California. Bills which would actual placement children for adop- 
exempted physicians and attorneys from tion, the Attorney General’s opinion caused 
provisions laws regulating the the part both the 
children for adoption were soundly de- State Medical Association and the State 
Bar. This grew out the interpretation 
placed the opinion their colleagues 
who had been actively involved adoption 
—that meant loss their professional 
rights and that cast aspersion upon both 
professions. Spurred into action these few 
practitioners who wished continue 
effect operate unregulated adoption agen- 
cies, resolutions were drafted providing for 
joint action press for new laws that would 
correct the effects the Attorney General’s 
opinion and make their methods legal. These 
were approved the State Bar its con- 
vention and the House Delegates 
the State Medical Association. result, 
the bills which were introduced 
Legislature not only provided that prohibi- 
tions against placement children for adop- 
tion shall not apply doctors and attorneys, 
but went far say that none the 
laws regulating child welfare, including re- 
strictions upon the right run institutions 
and conduct foster home programs, shall 
apply doctors and attorneys. 


feated, thanks the action citizens’ 
groups Who made their voices heard. 

The fact that such proposed legislation 
was advanced emphasizes the 
eternal vigilance the part advocates 
children. That could happen the wake 
strong citizens’ movement strengthen 
safeguards children need adoption, 
was even more disconcerting. Through the 
help the Citizens’ Committee Adoption, 
which made three-year study adoption 
California, rapid strides were made 
bridging the gap between adoption needs 
and agency services. Progress was made also 
developing joint working relationship 
between the doctors, attorneys and adoption 
agencies. While these improvements were 
taking place, however, small group 
practitioners who were engaging unregu- 
lated placements were not idle. They con- 
tended that their licenses from the state 
practice medicine and law gave them 
right serve their patients and clients even 
the extent acting agents for them 
arranging placement child for adoption; 
therefore, their activities were within the 
law. clarify this question, the State De- With joint the two such 
partment Social Welfare requested powerful professional organizations, enact- 
opinion the Attorney General, who the bills seemed foregone conclu- 
that the law which prohibits placements many persons. But one thing was 
unlicensed persons may not evaded inherent interest citizens, 
the pretext acting for the parent and that doctors and attorneys, the wel- 
doctors and attorneys who violate children and adding to, rather than 
subject prosecution. weakening, present safeguards. 


Citizens Into Action 
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soon plans for the legislation were 
known, members the former State Citizens’ 
Committee Adoption met informally 
Los Angeles and the San Francisco Bay 
area consider action which might taken. 
They analyzed the proposals which were be- 
ing made and alerted interested organiza- 
tions and individuals such plans and their 
implications. Under Jeadership Judge Ben 
Koenig, Los Angeles, they took action 
support findings the State Committee’s 
previous three-year study and, with the 
Alameda and Contra Costa County Citizens’ 
Committee and the help community 
welfare planning councils Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Oakland and San Diego, co- 
ordinated efforts meet the situation. 
the February recess the Legislature when 
the bills were all and analyzed, the citi- 
zens’ movement which reached the grass 
roots was set full motion. Analyses the 
bills were prepared and were given wide- 
spread distribution local and statewide 
organizations, boards and chil- 
dren’s agencies, community planning councils 
and interested individuals. The California 
Conference Social Work supported the 
movement and provided yeoman service 
making adoption bills one the primary 
topics its public forums which were held 
various parts the state. statement 
the implications the bills was also released 
Judge Koenig the press, radio and 
television stations and received widespread 
attention. 

the vanguard those who joined 
oppose the bills were many doctors and at- 
torneys throughout the state, including those 
who had been members state and local 
citizens’ committees and wished take 
stand against the implications these bills. 
Also participating the movement, addi- 
tion local citizens’ committees, the state 
conference and welfare councils, were the 
California Congress Parents and Teachers, 
the American Association University 
Women, the League Women Voters, cer- 
tain branches the Federated Women’s 
Clubs, the California Hospital Association, 
the County Welfare Directors’ Association, 
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Catholic educational, health 
organizations throughout the state, 
child welfare organizations, the public 
private adoption agencies, the 
Army Women’s Division and many others 


mittee 
plans 

well 
tive Com 


bills. 


Members some these organizations 


and others who joined the spoke 
called upon their doctor and attorney 
discuss the implications the bills member 
them and wrote, personally visited, Committ 
phoned legislators from their area. The Board 
sult was ground swell that caused even League 
staunchest supporters the bills Home 
notice. Campbe 
the time the bills came for hearing Citizens 
before the Judiciary Committee the 
sembly, both the State Bar and the State Citizens 
Medical Association had receded from man 
former positions and made only Commit 
hearted appearance. The the 
sentation Frank Sloss, San Francisco, anf 
attorney and First Vice-President the 
Children’s Home Society, who headed Women 
delegation which opposed the bills, plus thing 
presence approximately twenty the ball 
tions prepared speak against them 
necessary, and the interest the part off rather 
members the Legislative Committee inf 
avoiding any legislation which 


harmful children, assured complete defeat 
the bills. fact, the key bill was rejected 
little over month’s time, what appeared 


guards 
any unfa 
point 


under complete control, and the effects off the 
coordinated efforts citizens’ groups 
account for this success? 
Several factors seemed stand out opposi 
particular significance. again 
Citizens, motivated their deep concern for safe- provic 
guards children, exercised their inherent right con- 
stituents speak members the expen: 
garding the bills under consideration. These citizens 
spoke individually and collectively through the various 
organizations participating the movement. 
tende 
addition the effective work done use 
locally and official representatives such 
organizations Sacramento, special com- could 
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mittee four citizens made two trips 
Sacramento, the initial one being complete 
plans how best handle the problem 
well call upon members the Legisla- 
tive Committee which would hearing the 
They included Mr. Sloss, who served 
spokesman the time the hearing; 
Mrs. Chichester, who served 
member and Secretary the State Citizens’ 
Committee Adoption, member the 
Board Directors the Child Welfare 
League America and the Children’s 
Home Society California; Mrs. 
Campbell, Chairman the Alameda County 
Citizens’ Committee Adoption; and Don 
Fibush, who was member the State 
Citizens’ Committee Adoption and Chair- 
man the Contra Costa County Citizens’ 
Committee during the period its operation. 
the second trip, Mrs. Betzendorfer, 
attorney and legislative representative 
the American Association University 
Women, met with them. But the important 
thing was that the citizens themselves carried 


the ball. 


The approach the Legislature was 
rather than negative one. was assumed that the 
legislators, including authors the bills which were 
being opposed, are human, sympathetic and under- 
standing, that they are sincerely interested safe- 
guards children and that they would wish know 
any unfavorable implications the bills from the stand- 
point the welfare children. 


keeping with the recommendations 
the State Committee and other 
leaders the field adoption make con- 
structive legislative 
time, rather than restrict activities 
opposition certain proposals, bill was 


suggestions from time 


again sponsored also the latter groups 
provide 
financial need who, without help meeting 
expenses incident the birth the child, 
would forced place their children pri- 
vately for economic reasons. 
tended make possible for the mother 
use agency services while, the same time, 
continuing with her private physician who 
could reimbursed for his services. 


assistance natural parents 


This was in- 
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The strategy carried out was concentrate few 
crucial bills, rather than scattering the interest among 
many bills, some which were only minor impor- 
tance. This added emphasis the thinking the 
citizens’ groups regarding the major bills under con- 
sideration. 


There was willingness consider both sides 
problem and fair, but determination not com- 
promise where the interests children were stake. 
Once having taken position, was decided meet 
with frontal attack those bills legislative proposals 
which satisfactory solution could not worked out. 


attempt was made never bring into discussions 
the effect that any legislation might have upon agencies, 
but always what would children. This placed 
emphasis where properly belonged. 

Defeat was not accepted, but the efforts the citizens 
continued until the last vote was cast. Determination, 
faith the cause for which citizens were fighting, and 
strength their convictions the very end were 
qualities which won support and enthusiasm for the 
cause. 


Special efforts were made see that follow-up letters 
were sent each member the Committee hearing the 
bills express appreciation for support given de- 
feating approving them. There has also been some 

effort made maintain positive continuing relation- 
ship with the members the Legislature that they 
will kept informed developments the field. 


Conclusion 


Our experience has shown that not 
difficult secure the interest and participa- 
tion various citizens’ groups and individ- 
uals, including members the Legislature, 
when the interests children seem 
threatened. Neither legislators nor others 
wish the side doing something 
which might jeopardize children’s welfare 
any way. Legislators have the same 
qualities human understanding and sincere 
interest the welfare children other 
citizens. When approached positively and 
with these facts mind, they are most 
gracious the time, help and consideration 
which they will give the vital matter 
protection children. The first important 
step, however, have someone some 
citizens’ group willing and ready initiate 
spearhead the movement. Once 
starts and properly nourished, ground 
swell created, the effects which are un- 
limited the interest, understanding and 
support which develop. often happens, 
therefore, what started disastrous move- 
ment ended positive force which brought 
together all groups interested safeguards 
children united movement which will 
benefit children for time come. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


For time ten years, the League 
observing marked increase the number 
children foster care who are there for 
purely economic reasons—children placed 
away from their own homes 
cause their mothers cannot support them. 
For many years social workers have been 
proud the fact that through our great 
public welfare programs were keeping 
families together, and foster care was used 
only when the family was unable care for 
the child for reasons other than economic. 

The institution the Aid Dependent 
Children Program 1935 changed the char- 
acter all private child welfare agencies. 
With 1,700,000 children supported through 
ADC these agencies have been enabled 
move beyond the job caring for large num- 
bers dependent children. Our specialized 
programs for disturbed children, the increase 
adoption services and general emphasis 
preventive services would not have been 
possible had not been for ADC. 

Today with ADC being attacked through- 
out the country, the north well the 
south, the programs every private child 
welfare agency are endangered. Paradoxi- 
cally, general the attacks made ADC 
are one sense the result improvements 
our Social Security programs. 

With the Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
program each year covering more and more 
children whose parent parents have died 
(approximately 1,200,000 this year), the 
caseloads ADC have shifted from the 
“respectable” fatherless motherless child 
the child whose father has deserted 
whose mother not married. 


The basic purpose Congress had mind 
when passed this legislation has been lost 
the public view. This purpose, simply 
stated, was insure every child the right 
raised his parent parents, regardless 
economic need. Congress believed was 
more the interest the nation that 
mothers enabled stay with their chil- 
dren during their early formative years than 
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welfare 


supporting. was never intended that 
public assistance program the seng 


program 
that financial relief would given until every 
family could rehabilitated. Rather United 
intended that the mother encouraged 


children’s emotional nurture. administer. 
ing our public programs have 

failed keep this concept clear. Thus, today 


much the public thinks the program 


the 


neede 


rather, aid deserting fathers and 


moral mothers. 
joining 


order reduce the seemingly 
but blind antipathy adults other aduls 
who are not self-supporting, 
that the public see clearly that this 


organiz 


was primarily intended provide 


for the helpless child and not primarily 


spearh 
the adult. 
Recently one our southern states 
17,000 children off ADC rolls the basis the 
the marital status the mother. One 
largest midwestern states the process call 
committing the same the 
acts. many states throughout the country, 


under the guise rehabilitation, extreme 


pressure being put upon mothers 


work—with little regard for the welfare 
their children—with ugly overtones 
prejudice. cies 
Who are the defenders these 1,700,000 ADC 
children? There are very few, for 
their number large, they have “Fut 
spokesman. Unlike the aged, they are the 
out political power. They are not visible 
the community continuously conscious. 
Tagged with the sins their father—their this 
deserting father, their father who did care 
marry their mother—they not elicit 
natural sympathy that comes the 


the blind child. This multitude children 


for 
need knowing and effective spokesmen. 


There other group for whom this 
more logical responsibility, who are better 
qualified accept it, than the boards 
private welfare agencies the United States. 


intil 
today 
ram no: 
but 
ind 


basis 
ountry, 
racial 


though 
natura. 
with- 
whom 
—their 
the 
rippled 
hildren 


his 
better 
States. 
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believe imperative not only for the 
welfare the children, but for the continuing 
programs the agencies themselves, that 
every private child welfare agency the 
United States appoint strong committee 
whose sole function become thoroughly 
knowledgable concerning the 
gram and carry out the job interpreting 
the general public and legislators what 
needed protect these children. 


The most effective patterns for action will 
vary community community. Agencies 
joining together through councils social 
agencies will best succeed some communi- 
ties; work through church groups service 
organizations such the American Legion, 
will more successful others, but some- 
one has accept the major responsibility 
spearheading the job done. 


its meeting November, the board 
the Child Welfare League pledged itself 
give major concern this program and 
call upon every private child welfare agency 
the country the same. Public agen- 
cies administering ADC will welcome such 
assistance, and they are usually not posi- 
tion carry this job themselves. Private 
agency committees should public agen- 
cies and request the full facts concerning 
ADC. excellent study made the Amer- 
ican Public Welfare Association, entitled 
“Future Citizens All,” giving facts both 
the outstanding successes and weaknesses 
the program, available. 

hope that every agency will accept 
this duty, recognizing the fact that foster 
care agencies unwittingly are party the 
immorality that exists most communities 
the United States: namely paying far more 
for foster care for these children than they 
would have provide the mothers through 
ADC grants enable them keep their 
children home. 
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Lauer 


Two weeks ago social work lost the pres- 
ence woman whose interest people 
was all encompassing. Edith Lauer was not 
constricted any small narrow concern. 
her meant all children: White, 
Negro, the privileged, well those 
ADC, those foster care and their own 
homes. Welfare” meant her the 
child’s total welfare—his spiritual, economic 
and social well-being. 

That her interest and deep concern were 
translated into action wide influence was 
due her great natural sharp, 
analytic mind tempered pervading wis- 
dom and gentle-pungent humor; ability 
criticize fully devoid hostility; true 
capacity love and loved. 

Her interests and influence went far be- 
yond the League. Her work the League 
will taken others, but she cannot 
replaced. Her lasting memory will ever in- 
fluence the ways which will continue 
about our tasks. 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


Alabama Supreme Court Decision 


Marcu 24, 1955 the Alabama Supreme 
Court handed down decree ordering the 
return his natural mother child con- 
cerned adoption petition unrelated 
individuals. The natural mother the child 
had given consent the adoption without 
benefit social services. Within matter 
hours after the birth the child, the 
mother regretted her consent the adoption 
and took immediate legal steps regain 
custody her child. 

When does mother give her baby? 
For social agencies, coveting full protection 
the law, this question can have dramatic 
relevance. The Supreme Court Alabama 
pulled together legal principles answer the 
question, does mother not give 
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her The history the case 
follows: 

The natural mother, unmarried, was de- 
livered her baby the spring 1951. 
few hours after delivery, the mother signed 
instrument purporting give consent 
the adoption her child. appeared that 
nurse, assistant and wife the mother’s 
physician, had made arrangements place 
the child foster home. Neither the nurse 
nor the doctor were licensed under the laws 
the state engage the practice plac- 
ing children. Without the benefit pro- 
fessional casework other social service 
help her determine the best plan for either 
herself her baby, the mother parted with 
her child and accepted medical services and 
hospital arrangements, presumably paid for 
the foster parents. From earlier records 
the case, appeared that the mother 
time, even from the first knowledge her 
pregnancy, wished separated from her 
child, but that she executed agreement 
part with the child and subsequent consent 
the foster parents only the result 
coercive insistence the part her own 
mother. With the ready services offered 
the nurse and doctor, the natural mother was 
relieved her baby, only discover shortly 
after the baby was taken from her, that 
though she had signed consent, she could 
not fact actually release her child. Twenty- 
six days after the birth the child the na- 
tural mother executed instrument for the 
purpose withdrawing her consent for the 
adoption her child and asking for the 
restoration her child her. 


Begins Legal 

Thereafter, the natural mother began her 
legal battle regain custody the child. 
The County Circuit Court ruled adversely 
the natural mother. The State Supreme 
Court, appeal, reversed the decision the 
Lower Court ordered custody the 
mother. Before the mother regained custody 
the child, however, the foster parents filed 
petition the Circuit Court alleging 
change circumstances, averring that the 


Griggs Barnes, So. 910, March 24, 1955. 
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natural mother had since the time the 
original Circuit Court decision been ap. 
prehended the act sexual 
with soldier, and was thereby person 
immoral character, unfit have the custody 
her child. unles 


answer the charge unfitness, unable 


Alabama Supreme Court ruled 
time, stating: help 
. e TS 
“The unfitness which deprives the parents the feelings 


help 
Alabam 
mother 


The 


right the custody child must positive, and not 
merely comparative speculative, and must shown 
clear and satisfactory proof, the burden 
being the person contesting the parent’s right the 


decisior 
other words, the Supreme Court, ht” 
nght 
second opinion, determined that the 
should returned the natural mother. 
the social agencies the impact this 
second decision lies the area the legal 
effect illegal placement. After reciting 
the facts the placement this case, the 
Court the course its opinion wrote: 
“WHI 
“The practice the unauthorized placement the 
children has been under heavy attack this and other spective 
states the duly constituted agencies and authorities the Med 
the state and the bar association.” 
“WHI 
support this statement, the Court 
quoted the resolution adopted July, 1954, 
the Alabama Bar Association, with 
unauthorized placement. 


paren 
the 
tact wit 
child; 
made 


“Resolved, that the Alabama State Bar Association 
recommends (1) that all county bar associations care. 
fully scrutinize, relation Title 49, Sections 62, 67, 
and 78, and Title 27, Sections and Code Alabama 
1940, the practice signing blank consent forms and 


the placement referral children for adoption 
unauthorized individuals agencies; and (2) that 
individual attorneys use their influence acquaint the child 
public addition their clients whom they provide and sur 
professional service with the legal procedures adop- 
tion designed protect children, natural parents and 
Social agencies are aware the basic 
tion 
portance preserving the blood ties between 
the natural mother ahd her child. not 
surprising, therefore, see this reflected 
the judicial statement that extreme profess 
caution must observed depriving 
parent the custody his 
mailed 
The classic case Guardianship Smith, al. 
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Door Mother’s “Rights” 


social agencies, humanly incorrect, 
and presumably, legally unsafe participate 
the severance blood ties, unless the 
real wish the mother give her child, 
unless she some other way unfit 
unable keep the child. has been logical 
assume, therefore, that person trained 
help mother understand her own 
feelings and capacity the proper person 
help mother arrive the best decision. 
Alabama there requirement that the 
mother must licensed social agency. 
The Supreme Court Alabama, this 
decision, opening the door mother’s 
authorized social casework serv- 
ices the making her decision. 
significant point out that the June, 
1955, issue The Journal the Medical 
Association the State Alabama, similar 
the Alabama Bar resolution, there ap- 
peared the following: 

“WHEREAS, the adoption children into unrelated 
homes continuing and increasing interest pro- 


spective foster parents, the public generally, and 
the Medical Association Alabama; and 


“WHEREAS, Alabama law since 1931 has established 
legal procedures for adoption safeguard the 
children well the natural and foster parents; and 


“WHEREAS, recognition must given the fact 
that physicians occupy, instances, strategic 
positions when children are danger being deprived 
parental care and support virtue the fact that 
(1) the natural mother may have made the initial con- 
tact with the physician her time stress and dis- 
couragement; (2) the physician may have delivered the 
child; and (3) persons desiring adopt child may have 
made the original contact with their physicians; and 


“WHEREAS, recognized that the state law 
makes specific provision for authorized agencies staffed 
social workers render service natural parents, 
danger being deprived parental care 
and support, and prospective foster parents; and 


“WHEREAS, important the role the phy- 
sician is, his profession does not equip him replace the 
role the social worker; therefore 


“RESOLVED, that the Alabama Medical Associa- 
tion recommends (1) that all county medical associa- 
tions carefully scrutinize any practice leading the 
placement referral children for adoption phy- 
sicians; and (2) that individual physicians use their in- 
fluence acquaint their patients whom they provide 
professional service with the procedures adoption 


prescribed law; and further 


“RESOLVED, that copy this resolution 
mailed the presidents all county medical associa- 
tions, the State Health Officer, the probate judges 
the sixty-seven counties, and the Commissioner 
the State Department Public Welfare.” 
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three different cases there was wrong- 
ful taking the the Griggs case, 
the mother was deprived fair opportunity 
make her mind about her child. the 
Solomon case, the foster mother stole the 
child. “The Divided Heart,” the child 
was removed from his mother German 
military forces. Further, these three 
cases, the mothers all found out about the 
whereabouts their children, wanted them, 
and pursued legal channels get them back. 

Even where the foster parents are “‘fit” 
parents, sensitive the needs the child, 
these three judicial determinations reflect 
that the future could hold for them heart- 
breaking dilemma. Without full legal pro- 
tection, any adoption lacks security for the 
child, the natural and the foster parents. 


Prerogatives Appellate Court 


The Alabama Supreme Court has explained 
that not necessarily the best interest 
the child deprive him parent even 
when the foster parents have much the 
way security offer the child and have 
for period time given security. not 
amiss here, however, wonder how far 
appellate court might protecting blood 
ties the following situation: 

natural mother had the benefit social 
casework service making her mind, 
parted with the child the manner provided 
for under the laws the state; the child was 
placed licensed agency foster home 
for the purposes adoption—at what point, 


any, would natural mother divest herself 


any “rights” regain custody her 
child? what point, any, would the 
legal presumption that the blood parent 
the proper parent rebutted the fact 
that the blood parent had received full legal 
protection giving the child? Would 
serve the best interest child permit 
natural mother, who had received full legal 
protection reaching her decision part 
with the child, come back and secure 
custody after the child had been placed? 


decision Griggs Barnes, supra; the child 
custody case recorded Kings 16-28; the case pre- 
sented the recent motion picture film, ““The Divided 
Heart.” 


[19] 


the 
=) 
~ 
+ 
ate 
NS 
Pua 
: 
| 
* 
\G 
\ 
ay 
\ 


Clearly different types situations could 
require different types solutions. Ques- 
tions involving custody children are not 
subject the strict stare decisis contract 
But the situation the Griggs Barnes 
case distinguishable situation 
just cited. the case cited, there 
wrongful taking, the natural mother doesn’t 
know where her child is, and there 
licensed agency which stands between the 
natural mother and the foster parents that 
will continue give casework service 

The Griggs Barnes case, even dictum, 
does not stand for the principle that 
mother can any point come back and 
secure custody the child. does imply 
that natural mother entitled have the 
protection processes law relinquishing 
her right custody. certainly warning 
attorneys advising clients that the 
piece paper natural mother 
called consent—may more binding 
than soap wrapper parent did not have 
opportunity have the protection the 
processes law relinquishing her right 
custody. follows that placements un- 
authorized not afford natural 
parent opportunity.” Social workers 
have thought this long time. 

Mary LEE 


Assistant Attorney General and Legal Counsel 
Dept. Pensions and Security, Montgomery, Ala. 


READERS’ FORUM 


This Readers’ Forum refers the lead article the 
November issue WELFARE, and Part this 
article which appeared the December issue CHILD 
WELFARE. 


Dear 


Bertram Beck’s two articles protective 
casework and aggressive casework disturb 
somewhat. spite the editorial com- 
ment the head the first article not 
think that has really made the necessary 
distinction. 
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The two concepts are, seems This 
terms entirely different set “aggress 
gories. They can neither compared 
distinguished because they have nothing casewor 
with each other. Protective casework Beck 
not casework with measure formal add, 
legal authority. casework within protecti 


Mrs. 
not 


ticular legal situation neglect) which 
the client’s choices are limited the 
that cannot does not choose make 
use the service, certain legal processes possible 
inevitable. Within this given legally restricted 
situation free accept, reject struggle 
with the service offered. This fact has beer 


diagnos 

work 1S 
nostical 


somewhat obscured the accident that 
the bailiwick which protective tribute 
has been most clearly defined and 
this situation has been signalized muddle 
use legal concepts, which formally deprives heret 
the parent the right 
which must then struggle regain, ever 
though actually exercising them all the 
time, rather than places them jeopardy} Reply: 
and challenges him maintain them. 
tually, however, the same techniques, believe 
same incentive movement and the work 
freedom choose would present tinguis 
“custody” were not removed this the 
The objection the Children’s pared 
Standards for Specialized Courts 
ing custody agency while the child 
the agency, rather than the court, 
entrusted with the final decision 
the child. felt that the court might, and 
would, grant custody which 
right remove rather more casually than 
would actually order removal. The 
gests 
however, can helped face the 
possible action realistically can the 
agency’s. 
Neither this situation nor the 
tective supervision” suggested the 
dren’s Bureau does the agency itself 
than does any casework situation. sad. 
formal legal authority there exists the} 
legal situation with which the agency 
help the client struggle whose help 
client may reject and either change 
(if can) take his chance with the 
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This has nothing whatever with 
philosophy about the relation the 
and his client which is, Mr. 
Beck points out, pertinent, or, one might 
add, impertinent, any casework situation, 
protective otherwise. There may 
continuum authority, Mr. Beck and 
Mrs. Studt uphold, but protective casework 
not step this continuum. The only 
possible calibration such continuum 
diagnostic, not legal, and protective case- 
work is, and must be, legally and not diag- 
nostically justified. 

fully aware that myself have con- 
tributed this confusion. Mr. Beck quotes 
damnation the first, and the most 
muddleheaded, article that ever wrote. 
publicly recant. 

Associate Professor, University North Carolina 
Chapel Hill 
Reply: 

Although the author the above letter 
believes that protective and aggressive case- 
work “‘can neither compared nor dis- 
tinguished,” first article documented 
the fact that they are not only being com- 
pared but are being equated. Hence the 
eason for the article. The article points 
that there was distinct difference between 
the two and the difference rested the fact 
that protective casework was 
having with neglect situations, while 
aggressive casework was technique appli- 
cable many situations. This finding not 
far from that which Mr. Keith-Lucas sug- 
gests, except that Mr. Keith-Lucas seems 
hold that all protective casework done 
within situation.” means after 
hearing, this is, course, not the 
case. means that the alternative 
court action the important factor pro- 
tective casework, this precisely what 
said. Note should made, however, that 
sometimes progress made particular 
case situation and still there not sufficient 
substance warrant petition the court. 

Mr. Keith-Lucas seems want discuss 
the legal status the client without reference 


CHILD WELFARE January, 1956 


the impact this status the workings 
the human being. Attempting make 
approach that examined the legal implica- 
tions protective casework, protective 
supervision and protective legal custody and 
their ramifications terms the human 
personality, hope that demonstrated that 
there useful continuum here and that 
communities need casework, including 
gressive” techniques, one end the scale 
and removal custody the other order 
meet the needs families which there 
are varying degrees neglect and varying 
capacities respond help. 

Granting such continuum, the use 
protective legal custody wholly acceptable 
since the court decides that there suf- 
ficient evidence remove custody, but the 
same time gives the agency the opportunity 
work with the client with something new 
added; i.e., the vesting custody the 
agency. The reasons for belief that some 
neglectful parents can helped such 
situation whereas they cannot helped 
protective casework offered under other cir- 
cumstances are fully explained the article. 


Beck 
Associate Executive Secretary 
National Association Social Workers 


Editor’s Note: Further comments are invited. 


Recent Reprints Available 


THE SEPARATION AND THE 
FEELING Edith Buxbaum, 
Ph.D. Reprinted from November 1955 
WELFARE. Price 20¢. Code R-33. 


AND GREY—IN 
Mary Beth Weinstein. Reprinted 
from November 27, 1955 issue New York 
Times. Price 20¢. Code K-15. 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
WELFARE, symposium develop- 
ing generic and specific knowledge through 
the study children’s services, based 
article Dr. Susanne Schulze. Reprinted 
from April and May 1955 issues 
Price 50¢. Code R-31. 

Reprinted from June 1955 issue 
WELFARE. Price 20¢. Code 
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WHAT HAPPENING DAY CARE—NEW CONCEPTS, 
CURRENT PRACTICES AND 


not lose 

not 
this 
which 
has, 

maintain 
Alice-Th 


Judith Cauman 
only one 


The author points out that are today dangerously 


Field Consultant Day Care close modern version the old-fashioned cus. 


stay 


Child Welfare League America todial day care program because trend 


ceptance slightly improved program, which 


2 > 
not truly protective children and their 


current day care practically 
the entire range the whole history day 
care practice throughout its one hundred one 
years existence. That say that the 
development new concepts, advanced 
ideas, improved practices some programs, 
way brings about the abandonment 
outmoded, ineffective kinds service 
others. difficult for those the growing 
edge practice provide leadership the 
face widening range the quality 
services, since some programs are almost 
historical relics compared with what know 
now children’s needs, yet not merely 
academic museum pieces those children 
and families who today use these ancient 
types service. 

That say that day care, doubt- 
less other aspects our society, picture 
imaginative developments, steady 
growth, laborious change, may indicate 
true direction, and valid—so far goes 
—but indication the degree which 
such dynamic development true. There 


Delivered the Child Welfare League Section, 
National Conference Social Work, San Francisco, 
California, June 1955. 
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which can described you trends, new 
concepts and practices. But must kept 
mind that the facts here described, valid 
they are terms their existence, are 
not given here statistical terms—at least, 
hardly ever. not really know 


sistent 
the lab: 


what extent any given practice true. 
know that certain things are 
know that have not seen other things 
happening. not know what have 
missed seeing. This, then, presentation Here 

facts which appear true but which 
cannot document even, except 
suggest the extent which they exist, nor 
know the extent our ignorance 
other facts. However, whatever 
added better knowledge and fuller cover- 
age existing practices, see enough 
give ample food for thought, agenda for 
action, and challenge for responsibility. 

Growth Service 
true picture the trend day care mothe 
volves some things that are status 
well those things that are. 
the significance the actual 
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ments can mentioned, should 
not lose sight the fact that there real 
significance the extent which day 
not developing. While recognizing that 
this service not the only one our society 
which struggling today, must consider 
trend the difficulty which this service 
community after community, 
maintaining whatever gains has achieved. 
not the 
only one who has work hard merely 
stay the same place. 

another significant bit the vacuum 
around day care, should noted that even 
where financial support day care remains 
stationary, the light the dual phenomena 
greatly increased child population and 
greatly decreased purchasing power the 
dollar, there actually decrease services 
wherever financial resources have not been 
appreciably increased. 

should noted here, that spite 
some dropping off day care due general 
the picture whole our 
country one mothers continuing work. 
The working mother, even the one who has 
young children, here stay. This con- 
sistent picture from the actual statistics 
the labor force still denied many com- 
munity planners, favor myth that 
with the end actual warfare women went 
back home take care their own children. 
Nothing could further from the truth. 
Here are two trends once, many de- 
velopments are two sides the same coin. 

not actually sufficient trend prac- 
tice, there least thread continuing 
concern about the children who need day 
care for other reasons their 
mothers are working. Except for those few 
homes where the mother absent due her 
death prolonged illness, and where the 
father trying hold the family together, 
agencies under community 
pecially tax-supported programs, tend 
focus all their service the employed 
mother, especially the one low economic 
status. The use day care resource 
various kinds family situations requiring 
assistance care the children still 
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notably lacking—to the extent trend— 
the face the few voices which have been 
raised point out that this type service 
valuable tool for helping families 
retain their strength, for helping families 
avoid more complete separation. This 
preventive service which more and more 
beginning used such, but whose pos- 
sibilities positive force are hardly being 
tapped. 


Day Care Not Nursery School 


One trend which continues and which, 
its very nature, may really need pointed 
out here, the confusion which rampant 
about what day care is. The difficulties due 
terminology have very far-reaching effects 
children. mother knows what she 
wants—and doing well she can 
with the resources she can may not 
make such obvious difference whether she 
sends her youngster day care center 
(sometimes called day nursery) nursery 
school. But some communities, there are 
legal minimum standards for one these 
and not for the other—and the title may 
make the difference the community’s 
accepting responsibility for protection the 
child using the service. This particular aspect 
the problem the confusion between 
these apparently similar services is, however, 
only reflection larger misunderstanding. 

nursery school program for educat- 


ing young children—as young two 
three years age, including kinder- 
garten age. Its intent and focus the 
educational values group experience 
under teacher guidance. day care program, 
the other hand, has age limit, either 
downward upward, although any particu- 
lar program may select its own limitation 
day care does school. The child day 
care, then, may infant, pre-school 
child school age youngster needing help 
during those hours and days when school 
not session and the service may take place 
groups—as day care centers—or in- 
clusters—as family day care. Day care 


service supplement the family’s care 
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the child for part the day outside his own 
home. The difference difference pur- 
pose and focus. Fortunately, there 
some continuing development the trend 
that day care programs which are conducted 
for pre-school children groups use the full 
resources the nursery school program. 
This one reason for continuing confusion 
understanding, since the eye day care 
program which conducted for pre-school 
children groups should indistinguish- 
able from good nursery school insofar 
teachers, equipment, are concerned. For 
such program, the day care program 
nursery school plus. Any group program for 
young children—by whatever name: nursery 
school, play school, day nursery, etc.—re- 
quires the full skills the nursery school 
profession and many qualified nursery 
school teacher (would that there were more 
them available!) works with children 
natural support the confusion between 
program which primarily educational and 
one primarily supplement the home. 

Most community day care services seem 
offered pre-school children groups 
—and there is, fact, some distressing trend 
toward dropping services older children, 
when the going gets rough, care for pre- 
school age only. There seems even 
increasing lack service for children who 
have reached the ripe age five and are at- 
tending kindergarten for few hours each 
day. That children five and are not 
able take care themselves 
themselves seems obvious. That mothers 
try wait until children have reached this 
ripe age before returning work statis- 
tically very evident. The services for school 
age children are more notable their ab- 
sence than their existence, whole, 
spite some important 
programs for these children. 

the other end the age scale, there are 
many infants and toddlers 
grams who can not conceivably considered 
being able benefit from such experi- 
ence and for whom group care contra- 
indicated. 
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Group and Family Day Care 
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There seem two opposing trends 
our country the moment. the one han; 
there are more and more programs for day 
time care infants (as young three week 
the 


and babies groups—with 
sanitary cubicles. the other hand, 
the concurrent trend toward protecting tin 
children who need day care providing 
more suitable service individualized car 
family setting. The use the day car 
home for small (or, unfortunately, 
small enough) number 
ground. There considerable 
organized, thoughtful, 
programs family day care—sometime 
called foster family day care, although man 
working this field prefer not 
the word “foster” order avoid 
possibility confusing homes for 
care with those providing boarding 
The great need for day care services 
dren under three years age gives impetu 
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care 

care. 
children 
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the development this type service 


count 


since care within family setting protect 
the young child from the damaging effect 
too early group care. Under the auspice 
the Child Welfare League 
representatives from many the 


stances 
more 


agencies providing this type program 


joined National Family Day Care Com 
mittee develop manual for such service. 
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considering this kind day car 
service that run into one the problem 
the confusion between nursery school ant 
day care programs. While 
many children young two and one 
years (or even less) can benefit 
brief periods group experience, the 
hours and regular days day care 
ance quite different situation, and 
day care not suitable tender age 
Not before three, and preferably even littl 
beyond, until the development adequate 
maturity, should child spend much time 
group. 

hoped that all group care pro- 

Child Welfare League America Family Day 


Care Loan Packet has been circulation for over 
year and constant demand. 


38 
| 


cams for children any age will provide 
opportunity for individual and 
group play and activity within the 
group program. 

not imagined that family day 
care only for the younger children—it 
the preferred form day care service 
other situations where group care either 
not feasible, inappropriate, the case 
child who needs more individualized 
jtuation one for whom group care not 
available located that using would 
create serious problems school social 
relationships. 

Some agencies providing family day care 
aso have homemaker service provide 
children during the day. Very few 
agencies have both group and family day 
care. Let hope that the effort provide 
agency variety services care for 
children during the day will become com- 
monplace, that families may helped 
efectively meet their needs. 
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Regulation and Licensing 


obvious trend sometimes brings about 
counter-trend. One such set circum- 
tances the simultaneous phenomena 
more need for day care being met 
Com. 


more and more commercial proprietary 
established for the perfectly ac- 
ceptable and understandable purpose 
making living providing service for 
extent the development such programs 
that seems responsible for much the 
increasing activity and responsibility toward 
and regulation. The tremendous 
growth licensing and other improvement 
standards under state auspices heart- 
ening should kept mind 
that such programs are too frequently not 
yet abreast the real need their respective 
localities. Unlicensed programs, programs 
licensed under regulations providing too 
little protection, are almost 
creasing least rapidly tangible efforts 
provide public protection, and very few 
can point anything like 
fully developed program both protective 
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and educational services for standards 
day care facilities—on either municipal 
state basis. The positive side that in- 
creasing number states have licensing 
laws, have developed codes standards 
are the process doing so—and are look- 
ing for specialized day care consultants 
added the staff. say “looking for,” be- 
cause shortage well-qualified personnel 
certainly trend! 


Efforts Self-Improvement 


Public efforts protect the quality 
services day care programs are not the 
only resource for improving standards, and 
there strong and widespread trend to- 
ward the development bootstrap opera- 
tions groups day care operators. There 
great strength the wish good job, 
recognized doing so, and the 
efforts in-service training put forth the 
operators themselves give great promise. 
Cooperation between such self-efforts and 
the public licensing agency and/or the com- 
munity council are both numerous and heart- 
ening. One unusual example worthy 
specific Memphis, Tennessee, 
the need for assistance local commercial 
operators was great. Initiated small 
group citizens, because obvious need 
for it, efforts toward improving commercial 
and other community resources found sup- 
port the local community council. This 
local group either helped bring about 
least used well the availability specialized 
day care consultant the staff the state 
department public welfare and their in- 
tensive self-effort and continuous activity 
toward improvement resulted, through the 
efforts the community council, grant 
anonymous donor for the salary 
qualified consultant for the local operators’ 
association. 

addition the many organizations for 
the improvement day care programs and 
nursery schools through the education and 


Day Care Association,” November 
1955. 
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self-education its various 


means workshops, meetings, etc., there 
trend toward structuring community organi- 
zation voluntary agency programs. In- 
creasingly 
existing facilities and improving planning 
and programs for day care. The greater serv- 
ice and more effective management are being 
achieved either through the formation 
centralized agency which assumes many 
the functions formerly carried its in- 
planning community group associa- 
tion with the day care agencies which retain 
their 

Programs paid from public tax funds are 
not notably the increase, with the ex- 
ception increasing use publicly sub- 
sidized housing project space made available 
voluntary agencies, for the operation 
programs. Tax support for day care programs 
holds its own only great effort most 
communities that have it, although some 
the largest seem slightly more 
secure footing recent months. 


Tri-Professional Responsibility 
day care programs 
within governmental agencies variously 
departments health, education welfare, 
with licensing services and the operating 
programs usually different departments, 
whether municipal state basis. Whether 
public agencies professional fields 
from which personnel are drawn, quite 
fitting that all three disciplines welfare, 
education and health are called upon 
serve the day care field. Even though for 
many years there have been efforts toward 
the integration made the three specialized 
fields represented responsible day care, 
much what supposed careful in- 
tegration instead token union without 
that joint and mutual development skilled 
resource which the children 


Associated Day Care Services Metropolitan 
Boston. 
The day care activities the St. Louis Social 


Planning Council. 
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deserve. Whether within given day cap 
agency, the interrelationship 
public departments, the 
the various individual members 
three respective professions, there serioy 
lack development full resources, wit 
mutual confidence leading the 
ment whole richer than the sum 
parts. There rather series 
which one another the various 
fessions takes the major responsibility wit 
less than full participation the others 
frequently with mere token addition 
program. continue such 
portant community service could 
astrous. Children and families who need 
side services supplement the parents’ 
their children are jeopardized perhaps 
much meager program 
which seem superficially adequate, the 
are the programs, hopefully fewer, wher 
small trend toward the inclusion casewor 
service day care may not helpful as? 
casework counseling, but only 
tion eligibility for subsidized program 
One the reasons for the problem 
positive one. thoroughly recognized- 
least intellectually—that the child is: 
whole, and that cannot separate him int 
his physical, emotional, 
except theoretically and for our own special: 
zation and our learning. functions 
integrated whole. Hence all us, each 
own specialty, are dealing with the 
child his family and his community. What 
ever this recognition does our feeling 
each other’s specialty, seems have hai 
the dual and conflicting effect practice 
the various disciplines within day care cut 
ting themselves off from each other, 
any field feel know great deal 
the others’ fields well. Until, within 
partments and within professional organiza 
tions and disciplines, there 
responsibility the unified service 
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and his family, day care can expected 


partial each its manifestations. 

how many individual day care pro- 
day care organizations, 
state municipal licensing programs for 
day care centers—or nursery schools, for 
that matter—can point examples 
well-rounded, balanced programs drawing 
the contributions all three areas 
how many training programs, 
three fields, can turn for well-balanced 
for this important service? When 
each profession believes that day 
longs one the others and yet each the 
involved professions takes primary responsi- 
bility one time another, have the 
evidence that this field which, 
and inter-relationship the parts, 
because deals directly with the whole 
child, his family, and the various pro- 
cannot pick and choose from the 
responsibilities and opportunities that are 
presented, but must find better ways 
working together. 
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Summary 


our American culture today, day care 
needed and will continue needed. Many 
parents cannot pay the full cost good care. 
Good day care not even available those 
who can pay. The trend toward parent co- 
operative operation services for children 
with special needs does not apply day 
care. not like nursery school like any 
other form specialized education. 
service which, its very definition, needs 
help beyond what the family 
whether the family can pay dollars, 
needs this help too. Many our junior citi- 
zens are day care today and will continue 
be—whatever the quality the service. 
for professional leaders their fields 
welfare, education and health find way 
toward improving the quality the total 
offered children that such quantity 
provided will constructive for 
the children serves. 
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BOOK NOTES 


The Early Years Life, Psychoanalytic Study, 
Alice Balint with preface Anna Freud. Basic 
Books, Inc., New York, 1954. 149 pp. $3.00. (Pub- 
lished England under the title The Psycho- 
Analysis the Nursery.) 


The fact that this book has been knocking 
around Europe for twenty-three years 
half dozen languages would suggest that 
its value already well proven. the 
opinion this reviewer are lucky 
getting English last. Here for once 
refreshing change from the current flood 
“security literature.” child needs 
security. Give him love. Have happy 
home.”) Instead mandates for parents 
this little volume tries help them un- 
derstand the inner struggles every child 
experiencing. the words the author, 


“We must try tosee behind bad behavior, 
stupidity, and obstinacy the sensations, emotions, and 
often rational thought which make child’s whole be- 
havior pattern intelligible.” 


The psychoanalytic insights presented 
here are satisfying because they are both 
deep and clear. sure, the reader who 
scornful the idea childhood sexuality 
will doubtless finish the book holding the 
same opinion still. But those who agree 
with Freud that, “every person with sight 
and hearing can observe its manifestations,” 
each page will bring stimulating new thoughts 
helpful formulations familiar ones. 
Surely even the unconvinced will find interest 
the author’s discussion such topics 
how adults’ own repressions interfere with 
their understanding children; good and 
bad ways helping child learn control 
the demands his instincts (in Freud’s sense 
the word); the dynamics underlying cer- 
tain behavior that worries parents, such 
thumbsucking and masturbation; the con- 
flicts engendered the fact that the child 
has two parents different sexes—one the 
same and one the opposite sex from himself. 

Educators who are trying help parents 
arrive balance between 
and will find the distinctions 


| 
— 


clearly set forth here. The author sensitive 


the confusion 


between what she calls 


“petting” and 


“Many people maintain that spoiling and freedom 
are the same, but reality they are fundamentally 
different. spoil child means, fact, that one holds 
out the expectation fulfillment just such wishes 
can never fulfilled. Strangely enough, anxiety may 
aroused indulgent spoiling much threats 
and prohibitions.” 


The author makes strong argument for 
honesty handling children. 


“Adults’ lack honesty relation their own 
pleasurable sensations one the greatest obstacles 
true friendship between children and their parents. 
Often, sexuality and respectability remain incompatible 
for life; that children, when turn they arrive 
parenthood, equally cannot imagine that possible 
retain their children’s respect for their authority 
they betray the fact that they themselves have sex 
life. And so, from generation generation, the same 
falsehood perpetuated, although all suffer from 
the same way.” 


Not only with respect sexuality but 
other aspects life Mrs. Balint pleads for 
honesty. 


“Just unnecessary the concealment our feel- 
ings the concealment the real dangers and mis- 
fortunes which children like all mankind are 
told the truth about real dangers gets 
child gradually into the way being able take care 
itself. conclude therefore: honesty the way 
inner the child.” 


word appreciation due the pub- 
lishers for making this remarkable little 
book last available this country. 

Nina 
Ittleson Family Foundation, New York City 


Standards for Specialized Courts Dealing With 
Children, Children’s Bureau Publication No. 
346. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
C., 1954. pp. 

This report provides new set standards 
replace those presented Publication 
No. 121 published 1923, entitled Juvenile 
Court Standards. 

reflects the thinking and experience 
large group judges, probation officers, 
child welfare officials, and others concerned 
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with 
courts throughout the country. 

The essential philosophy the specialized 
court handling children’s cases described 
“recognizes the individuality child make spe 
adapts its orders accordingly.” The purpose which 
this court remedial and some developm 
preventive, rather than punitive. the aut 

ices essential the care and treatment 
the child can most adequately provided 
the court and which other CLA 
court should have control over services neces- 
sary closely related the judicial function 
while non-judicial services, such the care 
and treatment children away from their 
own homes, should administered other 
agencies, public voluntary. 


improving the standards juvenile} The Field 


erett E. W 
Company, 


entire pamphlet clearly and skillfully 
‘trays the role vigorous, progressive 

children’s court integral part the 

> 2 > CAS 4 ( 

the literature the field. 
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New Medicines for the Mind: Their Meaning and 
Promise, Gilbert Cant. Public Affairs Pamphlets, 
38th New York, 1955. pp. 25¢. 

Care 

this pamphlet Mr. Cant tells the Angeles 

promise new chemicals for the treatment 

the mentally ill and what citizens must 
and need make these weapons avail- 


able all who need their help. 
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1955 Report The Chapel Hill Workshops, 
Child Welfare League America and School Social 
Work, University North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
pp. 50¢. Write Chapel Hill. 


Reports working groups 
parents, institutional executives and others 
from seventeen states covering the future 
the institution, the hostile adolescent, punish- 
ment, code ethics for houseparents, 


parental agreements, etc. Looseleaf supple- 


ment 1953 and 1954 reports. 
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The Field Social Work, Arthur Fink, Ev- 
erett Wilson, Merrill Conover. Henry Holt and 
Company, New York, 1955. 630 pp. $5.25. 3rd ed. 


bringing this third edition The Field 
Social Work your attention, want 
make special note chapters and 
which have been added meet the “pace 
developments within the social work field,” 
the authors state the preface. Chapter 


WELFARE. 


records some the kinds difficulties which 
people bring social agencies; chapter 
discusses social casework; 
deals with social services the aged. new 
selection illustrative material has also 
been added, and bibliographies have been 
made up-to-date. review the first edition 
appeared the December 1942 


and chapter 


CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL OPENINGS 


Classified personnel advertisements are inserted the rate cents per word; boxed ads $6.50 per inch; 
minimum insertion, $2.50. Deadline for acceptance cancellation eighth month prior month publication. 
Ads listing box numbers otherwise not identifying the agency are accepted only when accompanied statement 
that person presently holding the job knows that the being placed. 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA—Casework 
vacancies for experienced graduate 
workers family agency. Salary 
salary 
dependent qualifications. Write 
Mrs. Ella Perkins, Executive 
Director, Family Service Phoenix, 
702 Adams St., Phoenix, Ariz. 


CASEWORKER, degree, 
work with parents and children 
foster homes and cottage placement 
part psychiatrically oriented 
team. Car necessary. Good 
vision and working conditions. Ade- 
quate psychiatric 
tirement plan and Social Security, 
paid 
CWLA member. 
$5112. Can hire $4572. Write Karl 
Freeman Glou, Vista Del Mar Child 
Care Service, 3200 Motor Ave., Los 
Angeles 34, Calif. 


SAN FRANCISCO,CALIFORNIA: 
Openings for three caseworkers with 
graduate training expanding fam- 
ily and child welfare agency with 
professional staff 65. Multiple 
services including marital counsel- 
ing, service, financial 
assistance, child-placement foster 
home care and group care, special- 
ized adoption program, psychiatric 
consultation. Highly qualified super- 
vision. Standard personnel practices. 
Opportunities for advancement. Field 
placement for 
University California. Modern, 
attractive offices. 
$4872 depending training and 
experience. Write Rev. James 
Murray, MSW, Executive 
Catholic Social Service San Fran- 
cisco, 1825 Mission San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 
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CASEWORKER 
children’s agency offering residential 
and foster home programs; services 
unmarried parents; adoptions. 
psychiatric con- 
sultation; opportunity 
sional growth. Requirements: Mas- 
ter’s degree social work school; ex- 
perience adoption desirable. Wo- 
man. Salary Miss 
Gertrude Breese, 
dren’s Village, 1899 Stratfield Rd., 
Bridgeport 29, Conn. 


CASEWORKER, Catholic, profes- 
sionally trained for progressive family 
and child welfare agency. miles 
south San Francisco. Salary $3780- 
$4704, can appoint $4704. Social 
Security and retirement benefits. 
month vacation. Good supervision 
and psychiatric consultation. Apply 
Catholic Social Service, 112 San 
Mateo Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 


THREE CASEWORKERS 
combined 
County Health and Welfare 
Department. Master’s degree 
social work and three years’ 
experience casework with 
families and children required. 
Two the positions involve 
intensive casework 
junction with national agency 
doing research service 
families with multi-problems. 
Beginning salaries 
from Civil Serv- 
ice system. Information re- 
quest.Write airmail Harold 
Simmons, 
County Department Health 
and Welfare, 225 37th Ave., 
San Mateo, Calif. 
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL 
WORKER needed unwed mother 
program; Master’s degree with ex- 
perience; age 28-45 years; salary 
range per annum; apply 
Director, St. Elizabeth’s Infant 
Hospital, 100 Masonic Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif. 


children’s service agency for 
fied caseworker. Salary range com- 
parable with good agency practice. 
Information upon inquiry. For fur- 
ther information write Director, 
Catholic Social Service Bureau, 478 
Orange St., New Haven Conn. 


treatment center for emotionally dis- 
turbed children, Hartford. Private, 
nonsectarian, statewide, multiple- 
function agency. Small case loads, 
excellent supervision, student 
ing program, psychiatric consulta- 
tion. Master’s degree social work and 
preferably some experience required. 
Salary scale January 1956, $3800- 
$5300. Please write Miss Ruth 
Atchley, Assistant Executive Direc- 
tor, 1680 Albany Ave., Hartford 
Conn. 


CASEWORKER for 
ment position Fairfield 
Office which offers family, unmarried 
(Office located Danbury.) Private, 
nonsectarian, statewide, multiple- 
function agency. Small case loads, 
excellent supervision, student train- 
ing program, psychiatric consulta- 
tion. Master’s degree social work 
and preferably some experience re- 
quired. Salary scale 
Please write Miss Verne Weed, As- 
sistant Executive Director, 1680 
Albany Ave., Hartford, Conn. 
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CHILD WELFARE 
local public welfare 
carry services 
ment subsidized foster homes 
children referred department and 
work with unmarricd mothers 
Requirements: 
cial 
school work plus one vear 
writing Director Personnel, 


Municipal Hartford, Conn. 


WORKER 


CAUSC 


] 
work school, 


CASEWORKER 
tion, private, nonsectarian, child wel- 
disturbed children institutional 
Good personnel practices. Top salary 
limit Minimum requirement: 
training. Complete details writing 


Anna Buell, Casework Super- 
visor, Children’s Center, 1400 Whit- 
ney Ave., New Haven, Conn, 


for adoption work 
multiple-service agency. Salary range 
being revised, can appoint $4800 
experience warrants. Psychiatric con- 
sultation. Social 
ment. Eleanor Sheldon, Family 
Children’s Services, Worth St., 
Stamford, Conn. 


FLORIDA—SUPERVISORS AND 
not the West. Florida, the fast- 
est growing state the new indus- 
trial South, building dynamic and 
forward-moving social services. Far 
from being just place which 
retire, Florida offers many oppor- 
tunities younger people place 
live and work. Youthful, profes- 
sionally trained caseworkers and 
supervisors are needed 
cities statewide private 
agency offering adoption placement 
and related services. Agency now 
under professional executive leader- 
ship Walter Sherman. Ap- 
salaries range 
depending experience and 
job responsibility. Write Miss Cor- 
nelia Wallace, Associate Director for 
Casework, CHILDREN’S HOME 
SOCIETY LORIDA, P.O. Box 


Jacksonville Fla. 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA. 
Caseworker children’s agency 
offering foster home 
placement. Requirements: two years’ 
training plus one year’s child welfare 
experience. Salary 
$5280, depending qualifications. 
Write Wilson, Children’s Serv- 
ice Bureau, 440 Second Ave., North, 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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January, 


COUNSELING POSITION 
years age. and least 
years casework required. 
Write Mr. Charles Auker- 
man, 
Lawrence Hall, Inc., 4833 
Ave., Chicago 


children’s agency with cottage-type 
foster 
Member Excellent person- 
nel practices, psychiatric consulta- 
tion, salary, pleasant 
living quarters and meals. 
Snider, Executive Director, Central 
Lake 
Villa, 

with graduate 
training tor rapidly developing place- 
ment agency. Excellent supervision. 
Limited caseloads. 
practices. Write Mrs. Irene Shapaker, 
Children’s Services, Broad St., 
Savannah, Ga. 


CASEWORKER—Opening for pro- 
fessionally trained person 
without experience, agency offer- 
ing homemaker service and counsel- 
ing families and individuals. High 
professional standards; good super- 
vision; excellent nnel standards. 
Salary for beginning worker $4500; 
for others, basis experience. 
Write Miss Munro, 
Family Service Savannah, 109 
Jones St., Savannah, Ga. 


Child Welfare Director 
6/yr. 


Vacancy filled June 
1956. This responsible ad- 
ministrative 
dinating state-wide program 
Qualifications: Extensive pro- 
gressively responsible experi- 
ence public child welfare 
work, minimum years’ su- 
pervisory 
erably include some admin- 
istrative, 
recognized school 
For 
terial write Examinations and 
Maine 
State Dept. Personnel, 
State House, Augusta, Maine, 
stamped, envelope. 


1956 


CASEWORKER 
ated caseload family 
sonnel practices. de. 
ence. Write Luna Kenney, 
tor, Family and Children’s Service; 
Second St., Evansville, Ind, 


CASEWORK SUPERVISOR 
voluntary, non-institutional, child. 

placing agency with emphasis on, 
growing adoption program. Member 

and good salaries. Supervisory 
perience preferred, but not essential 

training and experience are ade. 
quate. Kerth Hardy, Director, 

Children’s Bureau, 615 Alabama 

St., Indianapolis Ind. 


CASEWORKER for voluntary, non. 
institutional, agency 
with emphasis growing adoption 
program. Member CWLA. Liberal 
personnel practices, salary 
schedule. Professional 
quired. Kerth Hardy, Director, 
Children’s Bureau, 615 Alabama 
Indianapolis 

SUPERVISOR, CASEWORKERS, 
private, statewide, nonsectarian, 
CWLA agency. Trained and experi- 
enced. Caseworker for cooperative 
project with small institution 
worker for foundation-sponsored re- 
search project; involves travel 
Iowa Children’s Home Soci- 
ety, 2203 Grand Ave., Des Moines 
12, Iowa. 


HEAD TEACHER for day care 
center, children, teachers, 


agency. Requirements: Master’s de- 
gree nursery school education and 
teacher experience. Beginning salary 
$3600. Write Dorothea Gilbert, Chil- 
dren’s Service Bureau, 864 Olive St., 
Shreveport, La. 


CASEWORKERS, male female, 
wanted private family 
dren’s azency serving both rural and 
metropolitan community. Require- 
ments: Master’s degree social work 
school, child welfare experience, abil- 
ity drive car. Salary commensu- 
rate with qualifications. Agency offers 
modern personnel practices, partici- 
pation Social Security and retire- 
ment plan, psychiatric consultation. 
Write Margaretta Culver, Chil- 
dren’s Aid and Family Service So- 
105 


ciety Baltimore County, 
Joppa Rd., Towson Md. 
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